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Frankenstein's _'Old Familiar Faces':
Charles Lamb, Mary She

and

Date and Time: 38 15H(X) 15:00-16:30
Place: B46
Summary:

Mary Shelley was a friend and admirer of Charles Lamb, and alludes to his poem "The Old Famihar Faces® (1798)

when describing Victor Frankenstein's departure from Geneva to Ingolstadt in Frankenstein. This lecture will think
through the implications of this allusion by considening parallels between the two texts. It will also place them in

relation to some of Lamb's other poems and his troubled personal history, most notably the murder of his mother

by his deranged sister Mary. [ will argue that the allusion is significant and deliberate, for through it Shelley is

implying that Frankenstein's temporary absence from his family will lead to more permanent losses. Furthermore, the
whole of Lamb's autobiographical poem resonates with the themes and narrative of Frankenstein, particularly through

its repeated refrain, *All all are gone, the old familiar faces’. Examining echoes between the two texts sheds bght on both,
and in particular on their shared anxicties about the incursion of “horror” into the domestic sphere. Lamb and Shelley
both emphasise the fragility of friendships and familial relationships, and the plight of individuals who are bereft of them.
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co-aditor of Studying English Literature and
Teaching Romanticism.

I pUXENEBFBRRTFH
RS %E : REAREHEERGPESE

tel: (052) 832-3111 (A$% : 3503)
emai:info-eibei-gp@nanzan-u.ac.jp



