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Hidden London: Maygic and the Modern City
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A2 & This lecture investigates how LONAON has been imagined by writers and filmmakers
as a place of magic and mystery. | identify two related trends. One emphasises how the complexity

of the modern city dissolves individual identity, leading to a sense of ghostliness ('spectrality'). The other
emphasises that the experience of London is an encounter with layers of history, and that these layers
reveal a hidden world of strange connections and supernatural power . ‘Reading’ these layers becomes
a way of investigating the city's dark secrets, and at the same deflecting anxieties about them.

Beginning with JKK Rowling's Harry Potter novels and associated films, | then move backwards
in time to consider the London writings of two Romantic authors: William Blake and Thomas De Quincey.
Finally, | suggest that Alan Moore's graphic novel From Hell (1999; film version 2001)

and China Miéville's recent novel Kraken (2010) powerfully combine a sense of London's occult history
with an awareness of its endless modernisation.
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