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P'q ﬁ . It seems a truism that cognitive operations involving logical connectives such as "all’,
'some' and 'not' pose problems for preschool children, and are not fully mastered until

the school years. However, this does not imply that preschool children do not have sophisticated
knowledge of these logical operalors. The aim of this talk is to demonstrate that by four years

of age, young children are already using a range of logical operators, including those that go
beyond standard logic, drawing data primarily from Chinese. Children's command of the logical
operators may not be aduit-like, and acquisition of the principles for interpreting logical scope
may take longer. The fact that young children are able to handle logical operators in diverse ways
reflects early availability of abstract linguistic structures.
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