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The hatsuon A, or the moraic nasal in three dialects of Japanese:
Kansai, Kanto and Kagoshima
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i In this talk, I consider the nature of the hatsuon/$, or <N>. In the dialectology literature,

the hatsuon N is considered to be a special mora (F7%kE — 7). Generative work typically
claims that it is a consonant. I revisit evidence from the Tokyo and Owari dialects and consider
another analysis, where the hatsuon is a vocalic mora. | then consider the Kansai and Kagoshima
dialects, where N exhibits more consonantal characteristics. After discussing the phonological
facts and revised views, I conclude with a discussion of ongoing phonetic studies.
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